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Meeting Agenda 

May 19, 2020 
 

MISSION: 
“To assure the common good through services essential for a safe, sustainable, engaged and healthy community.” 

DATE:  May 19, 2020                         TIME:  3:30 p.m.                          LOCATION: Webex Virtual Public Meeting 

CHAIR: TBD                                                                                                 RECORDER:  Ned Noel, Associate Planner 

Members Present: Douglas Faulkner, Brian Graff, David Hon, Sarah Rykal, Jim Schumacher, Anthony 
Swichtenberg, Steve Terwilliger, Tyrel Zich 
Also in attendance:  Patrick Ritchie, City Sustainability Intern 
 

AGENDA ITEM #1:  Call to Order 
Mr. Noel called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  He welcomed new members Mr. Faulkner and Mr. 
Swichtenberg and thanked outgoing members Mr. Larson, Mr. Pierce, and Ms. Wubker for their service. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #2:  Approve February 18, 2020 Meetings Minutes 
Mr. Terwilliger moved to approve the February 18, 2020 minutes.  Seconded by Mr. Schumacher and the motion 
carried. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3:  Position Elections 
Mr. Terwilliger moved to approve Mr. Faulkner as chair, Mr. Hon as vice chair, and Mr. Schumacher as secretary.  
Seconded by Mr. Faulkner and the motion carried.   
 

AGENDA ITEM #4:  Updates 

• COVID-19 Impact 
There are reports that global air pollution has decreased due to stay-at-home orders. Deaths related to air 
pollution may be less this year since there is less fossil fuel consumption. 
 

• Biodiversity Grants 
Mr. Noel stated the City partnered with Beaver Creek Reserve (BCR) and UWEC BluGold Foundation on a Wildlife 
Conservation Society grant.  They are seeking to plant native plantings at BCR, the future Sonnentag Centre and 
adjacent City parklands.  Another climate, health and equity grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is 
being considered to fund the biodiversity index in the committee’s work plan. 
 

• Electric Vehicles 
Mr. Zich stated Xcel Energy has filed new residential and commercial charging rates at the Public Service 
Commission. He explained charging an EV costs about $21 for 1,167 miles on Xcel’s proposed residential program 
(EVR-1) assuming 100% of charging is off-peak. This would be about half the cost to charge on Xcel’s standard 
residential flat rate (Rg-1). To participate in the program the customer must use Xcel Energy’s Level 2 charging 
equipment because the equipment is being used to measure and bill for consumption. The customer can pre-pay 
for the charging equipment and installation cost (about $720 plus small monthly data management charge) or pay 
over time ($17 per month). Even after the $17 monthly charger cost, it still would cost less to charge an EV on 
Xcel’s program compared to the standard rate ($55 compared to $58) and customers receive a charger with a 
maintenance and replacement plan for 10 years. He noted that charging costs get considerably more complex for 
non-residential customers due to demand charges, but line extension credits for customers are being proposed. 
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Mr. Noel stated the City has purchased 3 dual-port Level 2 chargers and asked for the committee’s feedback on 
pricing to charge users. Members agreed some cost recovery is needed on the units and electricity, but to keep 
the fees low such as a $1 service fee and $1.50 per hour. This way, people will still be drawn to use the chargers.  
 

• Biodegradable Shopping Bags 
The City and Downtown Eau Claire Inc. (DECI) sponsored green biodegradable retail shopping bags for patrons of 
downtown stores.  The bags come from Earthbound Environmental and was a part of a larger Earth Day week that 
got delayed due to COVID-19. 
 

• Work Plan 
Members reviewed the current work plan and tasks assigned. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5:  Renewable Energy Action Plan (REAP) Campaign  
Mr. Noel stated the Eau Claire Community Foundation grant to fund the low-carbon campaign did not come 
through so outreach efforts will have to be scaled back. After discussion, the committee decided it would still be 
worth doing the campaign or to partner with Beaver Creek Reserve (BCR) and/or Focus on Energy (FOE) but scale 
the program based on the resources available. A leadership training for group facilitators was still considered a 
good idea.  Promotional videos sharing about FOE’s programs and a small city Energy Star building challenge could 
be good options to keep considering. It was unclear for the time being on how to utilize the consultant that 
offered to hep leverage the creative class.  Mr. Noel will reach out to BCR on a potential partnership and FOE. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6:   Net Zero Energy Building Event 
Due to the impact of COVID-19 this June event has been postponed.  After consulting with the State, it needs to 
be held before October 1st since it is grant funded.  Members agreed it is best to try to meet in-person for greater 
business to building owner connections. Members stated it may be good to hold the event at Chippewa Valley 
Technical College’s Energy Education Center.   
 

AGENDA ITEM #7:   Future Agenda Items & Meeting Dates 
None. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #8:   Adjournment 
Mr. Noel adjourned the committee at 4:59 p.m.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  
  Jim Schumacher, Secretary 
 

FUTURE MEETING DATES:  TIME:      LOCATION: 

June 16, 2020 3:30 p.m. TBD 

 


